
WAC 173-205-080  Samples for whole effluent toxicity testing. 
(1) All samples taken for whole effluent toxicity testing shall be 
handled as specified in the permit and in any EPA manuals referenced 
in the permit.

(a) No attempts shall be made before or during the whole effluent 
toxicity test to modify the sample to remove or otherwise change any 
toxicant except as provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, no at-
tempts shall be made before or during the whole effluent toxicity test 
to adjust the hardness, dissolved oxygen, pH, or any other physical or 
chemical property of the sample, dilution water, or test solutions ex-
cept as required in the toxicity test method, in the permit, or in ap-
propriate EPA manuals.

(c) For those permittees who received permits prior to the effec-
tive date of this chapter, the department may approve in writing the 
request of a permittee to modify samples, dilution water, or test sol-
utions as long as such modifications meet the intent of this chapter.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, the de-
partment shall require that samples for whole effluent toxicity test-
ing be taken just before the chlorinator for dischargers who meet all 
of the following:

(a) Add chlorine to treated effluent for the purpose of disinfec-
tion;

(b) Have received effluent limits based on the water quality cri-
teria for chlorine; and

(c) Are developing or implementing plans to achieve compliance 
with the chlorine limits.

(3) If any permittee has begun implementing a plan to install 
dechlorination, then the sample may, as specified by the department, 
be chemically dechlorinated by a similar method before whole effluent 
toxicity testing.

(4) The whole effluent toxicity test shall be run on an unmodi-
fied sample of final effluent if the effluent can meet effluent limits 
based on the water quality criteria for chlorine.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.48 RCW and 40 C.F.R. 122.44. WSR 
93-20-110 (Order 91-54), § 173-205-080, filed 10/6/93, effective 
11/6/93.]
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